
Collector coins

Issuing collector items is an occasion 
to commemorate important historic figures 
and anniversaries, as well as to develop 
the interest of the public in Polish culture, 
science, and tradition.

On 15 April 2014 Narodowy Bank Polski  
will be putting into circulation coins  
“Canonisation of John Paul II – 27 IV 2014”,  
with the face values of 100 zł, 500 zł, 10 zł and 2 zł

Collector coins issued by NBP 
are sold in the NBP regional branches  
and at the internet shop.

Information on the issue schedule
can be found at  
www.nbp.pl/monety website.

Should you have any questions, 
please contact our consultants 
at the following phone numbers:
+48 22 313 04 44 and +48 801 044 410.

On the obverse, all Polish coins feature: 

 face value

 national emblem

 legend: Rzeczpospolita Polska

 year of issue 
History of Polish Coin

Denarius  
of Boleslaw III  
the Wry-mouthed

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank of the 
State, responsible for its monetary policy and price 
stability. The Bank’s functions are described in the 
Constitution of the Republic of Poland and the Act 
on NBP. NBP holds the exclusive right to issue the 
currency of the Republic of Poland. As the central 
bank, it does not provide accounts for the general 
public, accept deposits from or extend loans to 
individuals. It acts as a banker to the State budget 
and public sector entities. NBP also holds and 
manages the foreign exchange reserves of the State. 
Finally, it functions as a banker to banks, creating 
conditions for the operation of the Polish banking 
system. Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most 
important research and analytical centres in the 
fields of economics and financial markets. 
For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl

Narodowy Bank Polski



On 3 March 2014 Narodowy Bank Polski  
is putting into circulation coins of the “History  
of Polish Coin” series commemorating type  
2 denarii of Prince Boleslaw the Wry-mouthed,  
with the face value of 10 zloty

Denarius of Boleslaw III the Wry-mouthed

Denarius of Prince Boleslaw III the Wry-mouthed is 
the third coin in the series. Type 2 was selected from 
among the six types of coins minted during his reign. 
The obverse depicts the prince on a throne holding 
a sword in his right hand, his left hand raised in the 
air. The sword is a royal insignia, a forecast of strong 
but fair rule, while the raised hand promises peace to 
those commended to the care and protection of the 
ruler. The reverse shows a religious symbol – a cross 
with four dots between its arms.

The inscriptions that surround the representations 
are no less interesting. On the obverse, the likeness of 
the prince is accompanied by his name BOLEZLAVS, 

and the reverse says DENARIVS. On another variety of 
the coin, the legends are intertwined and the inscription 
says: DVCIS BOLEZLAI – DENARIVS, which means 
“Denarius of Prince Boleslaw.” This is the only instance 
in the early Middle Ages that a Polish coin would state 
its denomination. This confirms information we have 
from written sources that coins issued at that time were 
indeed denarii.

We believe that Boleslaw the Wry-mouthed started 
minting these extraordinary denarii at an important 
moment, i.e. in 1107. That was when he seized full power 
to rule the country, removing his stepbrother Zbigniew.

It should be noted that Boleslaw the Wry-mouthed issued 
relatively many types of coins. His father, Władysław 
Herman, issued only one coin type for twenty years of 
his rule, and the appearance of the coins did not change. 
However, forced by the political and economic situation, 
Boleslaw the Wry-mouthed started a new monetary 
policy. It consisted in regular replacement of coins in 
circulation with new coins, with different presentations. 
The exchange rate was, of course, unfavourable to his 
people, for example only two new denarii were given 
for three old ones. This way of gaining profit was 
considerably expanded  by Boleslaw the Wry-mouthed’s 
sons, especially by Mieszko III the Old.

Stanisław Suchodolski

Face value 10 zł
Metal: Ag 925/1000 
Finish: proof 
Diameter:  32.00 mm
Weight: 14.14 g  
Mintage: up to 20,000 pcs

Issuer: NBP
Coin designer: Dominika Karpińska-Kopiec 
The coins, commissioned by NBP, were struck  
by Mennica Polska S.A. 


