
Collector coins

On 8 November 2016, Narodowy Bank 
Polski will be putting into circulation 
collector coins of the series “100th 
Anniversary of Regaining Independence 
by Poland” – Józef Haller with face values 
of 100 zł and 10 zł.

All Polish collector coins feature: 

	 face value

	� image of the Eagle established as the state 
emblem of the Republic of Poland

	 inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

	 year of issue 

Issuing collector items is an occasion to 
commemorate important historic figures 
and anniversaries, as well as to develop 
the interest of the public in Polish culture, 
science and tradition.

Information on the issue schedule  
can be found at the   
www.nbp.pl/monety website.

Should you have any questions,  
please contact our consultants  
at the following phone numbers:   
+48 22 185 45 96 and +48 22 185 13 03.

Collector coins issued by NBP  
are sold in the NBP regional branches  
and at the internet shop.

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank  
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy  
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are 
described in the Constitution of the Republic  
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds  
the exclusive right to issue the currency  
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,  
it does not provide accounts for the general public, 
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals. 
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public 
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages  
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,  
it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions 
for the operation of the Polish banking system. 
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important 
research and analytical centres in the fields  
of economics and financial markets. 
For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl

Narodowy Bank Polski

Discover Poland

The Pomeranian 
Dukes’ Castle 
in Szczecin 



The Pomeranian Dukes’ Castle in Szczecin

Face value: 5 zł
Alloy: ring MN25, core CuAl6Ni2
Finish: standard  
Diameter: 24.00 mm
Weight: 6.54 g
Edge (side): irregularly milled; on the side 
an inscription: “NBP”, repeated eight times, 
every second one inverted by 180°, 
separated by stars 
Mintage: up to 1,200,000 pcs

Coin designer: Dobrochna Surajewska

Issuer: NBP

The coins, commissioned by NBP, were struck  
by Mennica Polska S.A.  

The image of the Pomeranian Dukes’ Castle in Szczecin 
is based on a photograph by Marek Czasnojć.

The Pomeranian Dukes’ Castle in Szczecin was 
the historical residence of the House of Griffins 
who ruled Western Pomerania  for nearly 500 
years. The building, best seen from the bank of 
the Oder, has undergone multiple conversions, 
bearing witness to the complex and turbulent 
history of the region.  

As early as in the  12th century, it was home 
to the  duke’s court. In the  following century, 
Barnim I made it the main family residence, while 
in the 14th century Barnim III built the so-called 
Stone House and St. Otto’s Chapel. Casimir V added 
the so-called Big House and the prison tower, 
while at the end of the 15th century Bogislaw X 
had the castle enlarged significantly. In the 16th 
century, thanks to Barnim XI, the building gained 
a new shape. The south wing was raised, a clock 
tower and an east wing were built, and traceries 
(openwork elements in brick or stone) were 
added. In Johann Friedrich’s time, the castle was 
significantly remodelled in Renaissance style and 
– by adding a north and west part – a four-winged 
structure was created. In the early 17th century, 
Philip II added a mint wing. It housed an armoury, 
ducal library collections and a kunstkamera – 
a cabinet of curiosities. 

Following Bogislaw XIV’s death in 1637, the Duchy 
of Pomerania  was split between Sweden and 
Brandenburg. In 1720, the  southern part of 
Swedish Pomerania was ceded to Prussia and 
the  castle became the  seat of the  Prussian 
administration. Restoration of the building to its 
former residential character started in the early 
20th century, to be interrupted by World War 
II. The reconstruction of the Renaissance form 
of the castle was resumed only in the 1950s, on 

the basis of historical prints, paintings and drawings. 
The foundations of older buildings and the Griffins’ 
crypt with family sarcophagi, among others, were 
excavated in the course of the works.   

At present the Pomeranian Dukes’ Castle in Szczecin 
houses a  local government cultural institution 
bearing the  same name, the Opera  in the Castle 
and the Marshal’s Office of the West Pomeranian 
Voivodeship. In 2015, the antique polychromy in 
the prison tower was renovated, and in 2014-2015 
the north wing was refurbished: ceilings in the Duke 
Bogislaw X’s room were decorated with Renaissance 
style paintings, fragments of the  14th-century 
foundations of St. Otto’s Church were displayed, 
the ducal sarcophagi were returned to the crypt 
and the Stone House foundations were uncovered 
in front of the crypt.

Genowefa Horoszko

On 3 November 2016, Narodowy Bank Polski 
is putting into circulation a coin of the series 
“Discover Poland” – the Pomeranian Dukes’ 
Castle in Szczecin with a face value of 5 zł.


