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On 10 August 2017 Narodowy Bank Polski The WOla and OChOta
will be putting into circulation Massacres

a collector coin “70th Anniversary
of ‘Kultura Paryska’ Magazine”.

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank

of the State, responsible for its monetary policy

and price stability. The Bank’s functions are
described in the Constitution of the Republic

of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds

the exclusive right to issue the currency

of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,

it does not provide accounts for the general public,
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals.
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages

the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,

it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions
for the operation of the Polish banking system.
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important
research and analytical centres in the fields

of economics and financial markets.

For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl

Issuing collector items is an occasion
to commemorate important historic fig
and anniversaries, as well as to develo
the interest of the public in Polish cul
science and tradition.

Information on the issue schedule
can be found at the
www.nbp.pl/monety website.

Should you have any questions,
please contact our consultants
at the following phone numbers:

+48 22 185 45 96 and +48 22 185 13 03. We porstect the value 6fm<may
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The Wola and Ochota Massacres

The German massacre of the civilians of the Warsaw
districts of Wola and Ochota was one of the largest mass
murders conducted during World War II. Upon learning
about the outbreak of the Warsaw Uprising on 1 August
1944, Hitler ordered the destruction of Warsaw and
the annihilation of all its inhabitants. The implementation
of the order was started by SS officers, policemen
and the Wehrmacht soldiers, who began murdering
the captured insurgents and the civilians. Already on
1 August the Germans murdered groups of Poles on
the corner of Sowiniskiego Street and Karliriskiego
Street, at 20 Okopowa Street and at 165 Wolska Street.
By 4 August the soldiers of the “Hermann Goering”
armoured division had murdered around 400 people,
and the soldiers of the 608th Security Regiment expelled
civilians from their homes, murdering, looting and raping
women. Starting from 4 August, the German forces
launched a counterattack on Warsaw from the West,
carried out by the SS Special Regiment led by SS-
Oberfiihrer Oskar Dirlewanger — which was composed
of criminals released from prisons — the police group led
by SS-Gruppenfuehrer Heinz Reinefarth and the multi-
ethnic SS RONA Brigade (Russian National Liberation
Army) led by SS-Brigadefuehrer Bronislav Kaminski.

On 5 August these units began the massacre of the civilian
population of Wola. The murderers killed the inhabitants
using machine guns regardless of the gender and age of
the victims. The collective executions were accompanied
by looting and mass rape of women, including underage
girls. Some victims were brought as “human shields” to
the positions of the insurgents. Between 5 to 10 thousand
people were murdered in the area of GOrczewska Street
and Moczydlo Street, including the personnel and patients
of the Wola Hospital. About 6 thousand people were
murdered in the “Ursus” factory, including three children
of Wanda Lurie (1911-1989), who survived under the piles
of bodies despite heavy injuries and was an important
witness of the massacre. About 4 thousand people were
murdered in the Franaszek factory, about 3 thousand
were murdered at 9 Gorczewska Street, and about
a thousand people were murdered at the tram depot at
Mlynarska Street, at Wolska Street and at Sowiriskiego
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Park. In some places the burnt bodies were piled 25 metres high.
On 6 August the massacre was continued in the agricultural
machinery warehouse on Wolska Street, where about
2 thousand people were murdered, as well as in the Franaszek
factory,in the area of Gorczewska Street, Moczydlo Street and
in the area of the Redemptorist monastery at Karolkowa Street.
One of the Azerbaijani battalions murdered about 200 patients
at the Karol and Maria Hospital. About 7 thousand people
were murdered on 7 August, mainly in the Mirowskie Halls.
At the same time, thousands of civilians were expelled from
their homes and driven among the fires and piles of corpses
towards the Western Railway Station and Wlochy district. In
the following days the intensity of the massacre decreased, but
expulsions, murders, looting and rapes continued until mid-
August. The total number of victims of the Wola massacre is
estimated at about 50 thousand people.

The Ochota massacre began on 4 August when the RONA units
joined the suppression of the uprising under the general
German command. On 5 August, a transition camp for displaced
persons was created in the area of the vegetable market, the so-
called “Zieleniak” (currently: Banacha Halls), where several
tens of thousands of people were gathered over the next few
days and gradually expelled to the camp in Pruszkéw. On
the way to the vegetable market and at the transition camp,

On 27 July 2017 Narodowy Bank Polski is putting
into circulation a silver collector coin “The Wola
and Ochota Massacres” with a face value of 10 zt.

SS officers and drunken RONA members murdered and
raped the displaced civilians. The bodies of those who
were murdered or died of exhaustion were laid in piles
along the camp wall. On 5 and 6 August, the RONA units
murdered over 150 people at the Radium Institute
at Wawelska Street. Another place of mass murder
was the Kolonia Staszica housing estate, where
the RONA units systematically raped, robbed and
murdered the hiding civilians. The victims’ bodies were
burnt on the grounds of the Hugo Kolataj High School.
The total number of victims of the Ochota massacre is
estimated at about 10 thousand people.

Just like the Monument in Memory of the Inhabitants
of Wola murdered by the Germans during the Warsaw
Uprising of 1944, located at the fork of Aleja Solidarnosci
and Leszno Street in Warsaw, this issue is intended to
commemorate the innocent victims of this atrocity.

The reverse of the coin depicts a figure of a kneeling
woman, symbolizing a victim of the August 1944 events,
as well as fragments of the images of two male figures —
outlined behind her back — symbolizing the murderers.

The obverse of the coin depicts a fragment
of the Monument in Memory of the Inhabitants of
Wola murdered by the Germans during the Warsaw
Uprising of 1944, created by Ryszard Stryjecki.

Professor Wojciech Roszkowski



