
Collector coins

Issuing collector items is an occasion
to commemorate important historic figures
and anniversaries, as well as to develop
the interest of the public in Polish culture,
science, and tradition.

On 11 June 2019 Narodowy Bank Polski  
will be putting into circulation a silver  
collector coin of the series  
“Great Actresses” – Helena Modrzejewska,  
with a face value of 20 zł. 

Collector coins issued by NBP
are sold at NBP regional branches  
and in the NBP online shop.

Information on the issue schedule 
can be found at the 
www.nbp.pl/monety website.

Should you have any questions, 
please contact our consultants 
at the following phone numbers: 
+48 22 185 91 59 and +48 22 185 13 03.

All Polish collector coins feature:

 face value

  image of the Eagle established as the state 

emblem of the Republic of Poland

 inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

 year of issue

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank  
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy  
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are 
described in the Constitution of the Republic  
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds  
the exclusive right to issue the currency  
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,  
it does not provide accounts for the general public, 
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals. 
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public 
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages  
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,  
it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions 
for the operation of the Polish banking system. 
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important 
research and analytical centres in the fields  
of economics and financial markets. 
For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl

Narodowy Bank Polski

420th Anniversary of 
the Birth of Hetman 
Stefan Czarniecki



420th Anniversary of the Birth of Hetman Stefan Czarniecki

Face value 200 zł
Metal: Au 900/1000 
Finish: proof
Diameter: 27.00 mm 
Weight: 15.50 g
Edge: plain
Mintage: up to 1,500 pcs

Face value 10 zł 
Metal: Ag 925/1000 
Finish: proof (high relief)
Dimensions: 32.00 mm 
Weight: 31.10 g
Edge: plain
Mintage: up to 15,000 pcs

Designer: Dobrochna Surajewska
Issuer: NBP 
The coins, commissioned by NBP,  
were struck by Mennica Polska  S.A.

Stefan Czarniecki, of the Łodzia coat of arms, was 
most likely born in the family estate of Czarnca in 
the Chęciny County in 1599. The exact date of his birth 
is not known. This is not surprising as the future field 
hetman of the Polish Crown, victor of the Muscovites 
and the Swedes, came from the so-called middle 
nobility. His family was not significant enough for 
the birth of the subsequent children to capture 
the attention of its contemporaries. As a result 
Czarniecki had to earn his place in the history books 
on his own. 

Stefan Czarniecki chose a career in the army early on, 
and starting from 1626 he fought against the Swedes, 
the Russians and the Cossacks. His military talent was 
recognized − in 1651 he was already commanding 
a hetman’s regiment, and a year later he was 
promoted to the position of the crown camp leader. 
In the subsequent years, he was entrusted with 
the command of independent army divisions that 
were sent to Ukraine to fight against the Cossacks. 
However, he gained real fame during the Swedish 
Deluge. As the only higher-ranked Crown commander, 
he remained loyal to King John Casimir Vasa, for 
whom he bravely defended Kraków in the autumn 
of 1655. After the king returned to the country, 
Czarniecki was appointed an army commander in 
the rank of army leader. 

He successfully waged war against the Swedes, 
employing “hit and run” tactics, and in 1657 he 
defeated the army of George II Rákóczi, the prince 
of Transylvania who was allied with the Swedes. 
He achieved further victories one year later, when 
he was sent to Denmark as the commander of 
reinforcements for the anti-Swedish coalition. 
After returning to Poland, he led the campaign 
against the Russians in Lithuania, defeating them in 
the battle of Połonka, and forcing them to retreat to 

the country’s eastern frontiers (1660). One year later, he 
crushed the Russians again in the battle of Kuszliki.

During the period of military confederations (1661-1663), 
he remained loyal to the king, supporting the planned 
election reforms and fighting against the pro-Muscovite 
Cossacks. In recognition of his merit, near the end of 
his life he was promoted to the office of the field crown 
hetman (1665). He was also a senator as the castellan of 
Kiev (1655), and then the voivode of Ruthenia (1657) and 
of Kiev (1664). For the subsequent generations he became 

a symbol of a soldier and a patriot whose name was 
immortalized in Dąbrowski’s Mazurka.

The reverse of the gold coin features the image of 
hetman Stefan Czarniecki, below there is a fragment 
of a panoply − a decorative motif combining 
the elements of armour, banners and pennants. 
The obverse depicts a fragment of the panoply and 
the baton of hetman Stefan Czarniecki.

The reverse of the silver coin carries the image 
of hetman Stefan Czarniecki, with the hetman’s 
sign in the background. On the obverse there is 
a fragment of the mantling (a vegetal ornament) 
of the heraldic shield of the Hetman Stefan 
Czarniecki’s family line – Łodzia.

Dariusz Milewski

On 29 May 2019 Narodowy Bank Polski is putting 
into circulation a gold collector coin with a face value 
of 200 zł and a silver collector coin with a face value 
of 10 zł – “420th Anniversary of the Birth of Hetman 
Stefan Czarniecki”.

The image of Stefan Czarniecki was produced according 
to a portrait by Brodero Matthisen from the collection of 
the Royal Castle in Warsaw. 


