
Collector coins

On 25 September 2019,  
Narodowy Bank Polski will be putting  
into circulation a silver coin  
“140th Anniversary of the National Museum 
in Kraków” with a face value of 20 zł. 

All Polish collector coins feature: 

 face value

  image of the Eagle established as the state 
emblem of the Republic of Poland

 inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

 year of issue 

Issuing collector items is an occasion to 
commemorate important historic figures 
and anniversaries, as well as to develop 
the interest of the public in Polish culture, 
science and tradition.

Information on the issue schedule  
can be found at the  
www.nbp.pl/monety website.

Should you have any questions,  
please contact our consultants  
at the following phone numbers:  
+48 22 185 91 59 and +48 22 185 13 03.

Collector coins issued by NBP  
are sold at NBP regional branches  
and in the NBP online shop.

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank  
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy  
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are 
described in the Constitution of the Republic  
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds  
the exclusive right to issue the currency  
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,  
it does not provide accounts for the general public, 
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals. 
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public 
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages  
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,  
it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions 
for the operation of the Polish banking system. 
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important 
research and analytical centres in the fields  
of economics and financial markets. 
For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl

Narodowy Bank Polski

90th Anniversary  
of the Birth of  
Anna Walentynowicz



90th Anniversary of the Birth of Anna Walentynowicz

Face value: 10 zł
Metal: Ag 925/1000
Finish: proof 
Diameter: 32.00 mm
Weight: 14.14 g
Edge (side): plain 
Mintage: up to 12,000 pcs

Designer: Anna Wątróbska-Wdowiarska 
Issuer: NBP

The coins, commissioned by NBP,  
were struck by Mennica Polska S.A. 

Fragment of the image of the Monument 
to the Fallen Shipyard Workers of 1970,  
designed by Bogdan Pietruszka.

Anna Walentynowicz (1929−2010) is one of 
the most important figures in Poland’s pursuit of 
independence of the 1980s. She hailed from the for-
mer Polish Eastern Borderlands and was born in 
Równe in Volhynia (now Ukraine) as Anna Lub-
czyk. Without her family nearby, she worked as 
a maid for a family of wealthy landowners, then 
ended up in the vicinity of Warsaw, and from there 
she went to Gdańsk. In Gdańsk, she found employ-
ment in the ”Amada” margarine factory and later 
worked in the Gdańsk Shipyard. She participated 
in the December 1970 strike and demonstrations. 
After they were put down, she found herself in 
the crosshairs of the Security Service. 
In 1978, Walentynowicz joined the Free Trade 
Unions of the Coast. She distributed an under-
ground news-sheet and contributed to the samiz-
dat Robotnik Wybrzeża (The Coastal Worker). She 
also participated in meetings and her flat was used 
for anti-Communist activities. 
As part of the repression, she was fired by the ship-
yard on 7 August 1980 and a week later a strike 
was held in her defence. She was one of the women 
credited with transforming the protest into a soli-
darity strike. Walentynowicz became the symbol 
of the burgeoning Solidarity movement.
Despite her great merits and respect shown by 
everyone, at the turn of 1980 and 1981 attempts 
were made to marginalize Walentynowicz’s role 
in the Solidarity trade union. In 1981, an “opera-
tional combination” plan was developed by 
the Security Service, which was designed to poi-
son her and make her unable to carry out her 
activity. After the declaration of martial law on 
13 December 1981, she was detained and interned 
in a women’s camp in Gołdap. Walentynowicz was 
released in July 1982 but was arrested again 

a month later. She was freed in March 1983 but 
arrested for a third time in December 1983. She left 
jail in April 1984. Afterwards, Walentynowicz toured 
Poland and took part in numerous ceremonies, 
demonstrations and protests. She befriended Father 
Jerzy Popiełuszko, whose martyr’s death truly 
shocked her. 
She opposed the Round Table talks of 1989. In 2006, 
Polish President Lech Kaczyński decorated 
Anna Walentynowicz with the Order of the White 
Eagle. 

On 20 September 2019, Narodowy Bank Polski is 
putting into circulation a silver coin ”90th Anniversary 
of the Birth of Anna Walentynowicz” with a face 
value of 10 zł.

Walentynowicz was killed in the Smolensk air 
disaster on 10 April 2010. 
The obverse of the coin features a fragment of 
the Monument to the Fallen Shipyard Workers 
of 1970 in Gdańsk. Walentynowicz was involved 
in the construction of the monument. The inscrip-
tion ”Anna Solidarność” (Anna of Solidarity), 
placed below the fragment of the monument, is 
the heroine’s most popular nickname, which 
highlights her contribution to the rise of the Sol-
idarity movement. The reverse of the coin fea-
tures the image of Walentynowicz, and three 
slogans – Courage, Modesty, Perseverance – 
which emphasize the principles she was guided 
by in her life and activity.

Sławomir Cenckiewicz


