
Collector coins

Issuing collector items is an occasion
to commemorate important historic figures
and anniversaries, as well as to develop
the interest of the public in Polish culture,
science, and tradition.

On 26 March 2020, Narodowy Bank Polski  
will be putting into circulation a gold coin  
with a face value of 100 złoty and a silver coin  
with a face value of 10 złoty –  
”10th Anniversary of the Smolensk Tragedy”.

Collector coins issued by NBP are sold at NBP 
regional branches and in the NBP online shop.

Information on the issue schedule 
can be found at the 
www.nbp.pl/monety website.

Should you have any questions, 
please contact our consultants 
at the following phone numbers: 
+48 22 185 91 59 and +48 22 185 13 03.

All Polish collector coins feature:
 face value
  image of the Eagle established as the state 

emblem of the Republic of Poland
 inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska
 year of issue

Katyń–Palmiry 1940

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank 
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy 
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are 
described in the Constitution of the Republic 
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds 
the exclusive right to issue the currency 
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank, 
it does not provide accounts for the general public, 
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals. 
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public 
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages 
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally, 
it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions 
for the operation of the Polish banking system. 
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important 
research and analytical centres in the fields 
of economics and financial markets.
For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl

Narodowy Bank Polski



Katyń–Palmiry 1940

On 19 March 2020, Narodowy Bank Polski is 
putting into circulation a silver coin ”Katyń–
Palmiry 1940” with a face value of 10 złoty.

Janina Lewandowska and Agnieszka Dowbor-
Muśnicka were born into a patriotic family, where 
the love of the homeland constituted an integral 
part of children’s upbringing. Their father, General 
Dowbor-Muśnicki, was the founder and organiser 
of the First Polish Corps formed in Russia in 1917, 
and later the commander of the victorious Greater 
Poland uprising between 1918 and 1919. In the war 
with Bolshevik Russia he participated in the fighting 
for Lvov. Following the cessation of hostilities, General 
Dowbor-Muśnicki devoted himself to running a land 
estate purchased in Lusowo in Greater Poland in 1919. 

His elder daughter, Janina, was born on 22 April 1908 
in Kharkov, but her youth and adult life were linked 
to Lusowo and Poznań. As a teenager she took to 
sports – she practised horse-riding and skiing. Having 
graduated from the Generałowa Zamoyska High 
School, she enrolled in the piano class at the State 
Conservatory of Music in Poznań, where she studied 
singing as well.  

Initially, she intended to pursue a singer’s career. 
However, in the meantime she became fascinated 
by gliding and parachute jumping. She became 
a member of the Poznań Aeroclub and she completed 
a flight course at the Poznań airport of Ławica.  

At one of the gliding shows she got to know her future 
husband, Mieczysław Lewandowski, an instructor 
pilot. They got married in June 1939. Soon after 
the outbreak of the war, Janina and part of the air 
base personnel from Poznań were transferred to 
the east. There, they were taken by surprise by 
the Soviet invasion of 17 September. Janina together 
with Captain Józef Sidor went to Soviet captivity. 
She was initially held in the Ostaszków and then in 
the Kozielsk camp. She was killed in Katyń by her 
captors on her 32nd birthday, 22 April 1940. 

General Dowbor-Muśnicki’s second daughter, Agnieszka, 
was born on 7 September 1919 in Lusowo, in independent 
Poland. Unfortunately, approximately a year after 
her birth, on 10 August 1920, died her mother and 
the General’s wife, Agnieszka Dowbor-Muśnicka nee 
Korsuńska.

Agnieszka was initially home-schooled and later on, 
similarly to her elder sister, she attended and graduated 
from the Generałowa Zamoyska High School. From 
the time of her childhood she liked working in the garden 
and around the family estate, so she enrolled in the State 
School of Horticulture in Poznań.    

The outbreak of the war interrupted her studies. Since 
she was in danger of arrest by the Germans due to her 
father’s merits in the struggle for the incorporation 
of the province of Greater Poland into Poland, she 
decided to move to Warsaw in autumn 1939. 

Her fate in the German-occupied Polish capital has not 
been well documented. It is known that she became 
member of the underground “Wilki” (Wolves) Military 
Organisation, a group which had, for example, the famous 

Face value: 10 zł
Metal: Ag 925/1000
Finish: proof, round hole 
Diameter: 32.00 mm
Weight: 14.14 g
Edge (side): plain 
Mintage: up to 11,000 pcs

Designer: Robert Kotowicz

Issuer: NBP

The coins, commissioned by NBP, 
were struck by Mennica Polska S.A.

Polish sportsman Janusz Kusociński in its ranks. 
In spring 1940 Agnieszka was arrested and held at 
the Pawiak prison. She was killed in Palmiry on 
21 June 1940, two months after Janina.

The reverse of the coin features a portrait 
of Agnieszka Dowbor-Muśnicka with a quotation 
carved by an inmate in one of the cells at Aleja 
Szucha prison in Warsaw: “It is easy to talk about 
Poland. It is more difficult to work for it and even 
more difficult to die for it. And the most difficult is 
to suffer for it”. The same inscription can be found 
at the Palmiry cemetery.  

The obverse of the coin features the portrait 
of Janina Lewandowska and a fragment of 
Bogurodzica, an old Polish battle song, whose text 
was engraved on the underground bell at the Katyń 
cemetery.  

Janina Lewandowska and Agnieszka Dowbor-
Muśnicka symbolise all the victims of crimes 
perpetrated in Katyń and at Palmiry 80 years ago.

Bartłomiej Grudnik


