
Collector coins

On 27 October 2020, Narodowy Bank Polski 
will be putting into circulation a silver coin 
of the series “Great Actresses” – Antonina 
Hoffmann, with the face value of 20 złoty.

All Polish collector coins feature: 

 face value

  image of the Eagle established as the state 
emblem of the Republic of Poland

 inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

 year of issue 

Issuing collector items is an occasion to 
commemorate important historic figures 
and anniversaries, as well as to develop 
the interest of the public in Polish culture, 
science and tradition.

Information on the issue schedule  
can be found at the  
www.nbp.pl/monety website.

Should you have any questions,  
please contact our consultants  
at the following phone numbers:  
+48 22 185 91 59 and +48 22 185 13 03.

Collector coins issued by NBP  
are sold at NBP regional branches  
and in the NBP online shop.

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank  
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy  
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are 
described in the Constitution of the Republic  
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds  
the exclusive right to issue the currency  
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,  
it does not provide accounts for the general public, 
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals. 
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public 
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages  
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,  
it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions 
for the operation of the Polish banking system. 
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important 
research and analytical centres in the fields  
of economics and financial markets. 
For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl

Narodowy Bank Polski

The Great Polish Economists

Leopold Caro



The Great Polish Economists – Leopold Caro

On 14 October 2020, Narodowy Bank 
Polski is putting into circulation a silver 
coin of the series “The Great Polish 
Economists” – Leopold Caro, with a face 
value of 10 złoty.

Leopold Caro (1864–1939) was one of the most 
outstanding representatives of Polish Catholic 
solidarism. He studied at the University of Lviv, 
where he was awarded the degree of Doctor 
of Laws and completed the philosophy study 
programme. Next, he took up economic 
studies in Lepizig. After his return to Poland, 
he practised as a lawyer – at first in Lviv,  
and later he moved his law firm to Cracow. 
In 1914, he was drafted into the Austrian 
army, where he served during World War I. 
When the war ended, he volunteered for 
the Polish Army. Demobilised in 1920, he 
settled permanently in Lviv. He took up 
the Chair of the Faculty of Social Economics 
at Lviv Polytechnic University. For a short 
time, he also lectured at the Jan Kazimierz 
University. In 1927, he was appointed 
Chairman of the Polish Economic Society. 
In the same year, he became a member 
of the Committee for opinion at the Economic 
Committee of the Council of Ministers. 
In 1934, on the initiative of Cardinal August 
Hlond, the Polish Primate’s Social Council was 
established, in which Caro held the position 
of its vice-chairman. He died in Lviv in 1939.

Leopold Caro drew inspiration from the ideals 
developed by French theorists of cooperatives 
and the German historical school of economics. 

He put economic issues within the context 
of the principles of Catholic social teaching, 
propagating the primacy of ethics over the entire 
public sphere. He embraced the vision of a society 
ref lecting people’s interdependence and 
brotherhood, and therefore held a worldview 
based on solidarity, as a counterweight to both 
capitalism and communism – trends propagating 
primarily the materialistic vision of man. 
He perceived solidarism as a vision of a social 
order in which private initiative – apart from 
personal interest – also takes into account 
the collective public good. He promoted the idea 
of social justice understood as the expression 
of a community’s concern for every human being. 
In this respect, he assigned a substantial role to 

the state, which should provide support to 
the vulnerable and defenceless. 

The most important works by Caro include: 
The Principles of Social Economic Science, 
Solidarism. Its Principles, History and 
Applications, The Twilight of Capitalism, 
The Social Problem in the Catholic View.

The obverse of the coin features a stylised 
inscription in the centre: SOLIDARYZM 
[SOLIDARISM].

The reverse of the coin features the image 
of Leopold Caro and the dates of his birth 
and death.

Grzegorz Jeż

Face value: 10 zł
Metal: Ag 925/1000
Finish: proof 
Diameter: 32.00 mm
Weight: 14.14 g
Edge (side): plain 
Mintage: up to 12,000 pcs

Designer:  
Dominika Karpińska-Kopiec

Issuer: NBP

The coins, commissioned by NBP,  
were struck by Mennica Polska S.A. 


