
Collector coins

All Polish collector coins feature: 

 face value

  image of the Eagle established as the state 
emblem of the Republic of Poland

 inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

 year of issue 

Issuing collector items is an occasion to 
commemorate important historic figures 
and anniversaries, as well as to develop 
the interest of the public in Polish culture, 
science and tradition.

Information on the issue schedule  
can be found at  
the www.nbp.pl/monety website.

Should you have any questions,  
please contact our consultants  
at the following phone numbers:  
+48 22 185 91 59 and +48 22 185 13 03.

Collector coins issued by NBP  
are sold at NBP regional branches  
and in the NBP online shop.

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank  
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy  
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are 
described in the Constitution of the Republic  
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds  
the exclusive right to issue the currency  
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,  
it does not provide accounts for the general public, 
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals. 
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public 
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages  
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,  
it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions 
for the operation of the Polish banking system. 
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important 
research and analytical centres in the fields  
of economics and financial markets. 
For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl
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Wrocław – the small homeland

On 8 July 2021, Narodowy Bank Polski 
is putting into circulation a silver coin 
“Wrocław – the small homeland” with 
a face value of 50 złoty.

Silesia, together with Wrocław, became part 
of the Polish state at the end of the reign of 
Mieszko I. Wrocław, the capital of the bishopric 
from the year 1000, became one of the most 
important urban centres in the Piast monarchy. 
Its importance grew during the period of 
the Fragmentation of Poland, especially when 
Henry the Bearded and his son Henry the Pious 
ruled. At that time, in the 13th century, Wrocław 
was destroyed during the Tatar invasion and 
granted a location under the Magdeburg Law.

In the 14th century, together with Lower 
Silesia, Wroclaw became part of the Bohemian 
crown. The magnificent historic Town Hall 
originates from that period. In the 16th century 
the Habsburgs took control of the city and, after 
the so-called Silesian Wars in the 18th century, 
Wroclaw became part of the Prussian state. 
It remained in German hands until the end 
of World War II. Its spatial development was 
determined by Napoleon’s decision in 1807, 
ordering demolition of the walls surrounding 
the city.

Another Polish period in the city’s history 
began in 1945. Wrocław had to be rebuilt from 
rubble, as in the final phase of the war it was 
turned into a fortress and defended until 6 May 
1945. During the communist era it became 
the scene of social protests – from the autumn 
of 1956 to the birth of “Solidarity”. It proved to 

be an authentic Solidarity stronghold, both during 
the 16 months of its legal existence and during 
martial law. It was then that the most radical anti-
communist organisation, “Fighting Solidarity “, 
was born in Wrocław.

Since 1990 the capital of Lower Silesia has been 
governed by its city council. The dramatic time of 
the Great Flood in 1997 proved the inhabitants’ 
strong attachment to their small homeland.

The reverse of the coin depicts a Dominican 
Blessed Czesław Odrowąż and Duke Henry 
the Pious. The prince defended the city against 
the Tatars, while the monk’s prayers made 
this defence successful. These are not the only 
reasons for their commemoration. Together with 

his father Henry the Bearded, the Duke of 
Wrocław not only co-ruled the Lower Silesian 
Duchy, took care of the spiritual and material 
development of his heritage, but was also 
a real contender to the crown. His death on 
the battlefield of Legnica thwarted these 
plans. Blessed Czesław Odrowąż is the patron 
saint of Wrocław, he was the founder of 
the monastery at St Adalbert’s Church and 
its first prior. Both have a special place in 
the history of the city.

The obverse of the coin depicts the view of 
the oldest part of the city, Ostrów Tumski, 
reknown for its historic churches.

Prof. dr hab. Włodzimierz Suleja

Face value: 50 zł
Metal: Ag 999/1000
Finish: standard, selective gliding 
Diameter: 45.00 mm
Weight: 62.20 g
Edge (side): smooth 
Mintage: up to 6,000 pcs

Designer: Urszula Walerzak

Issuer: NBP

The coins, commissioned by NBP,  
were struck by Mennica Polska S.A. 


