
Collector coins

On 3 December 2015 Narodowy Bank Polski 
will be putting the following coins into circulation: 
a golden coin with the face value of 500 zł 
and a silver coin with the face value of 50 zł of the 
series “Treasures of King Stanislaw August”– Casimir 
Jagiellon, and a silver coin of the series “History of  
Polish Coin”– half-grosz of Ladislas Jagiello, with the 
face value of 20 zł.

On the obverse, all Polish coins feature: 

 face value

  image of the Eagle established as the state 
emblem of the Republic of Poland

 inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

 year of issue 

Issuing collector items is an occasion to 
commemorate important historic figures 
and anniversaries, as well as to develop 
the interest of the public in Polish culture, 
science and tradition.

Information on the issue schedule  
can be found at the   
www.nbp.pl/monety website.

Should you have any questions,  
please contact our consultants  
at the following phone numbers:   
+48 22 185 91 96 and +48 22 185 91 59.

Collector coins issued by NBP  
are sold in the NBP regional branches  
and at the internet shop.

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank  
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy  
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are 
described in the Constitution of the Republic  
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds  
the exclusive right to issue the currency  
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,  
it does not provide accounts for the general public, 
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals. 
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public 
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages  
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,  
it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions 
for the operation of the Polish banking system. 
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important 
research and analytical centres in the fields  
of economics and financial markets. 
For more information on NBP visit: www.nbp.pl

Narodowy Bank Polski

The 50th Anniversary of  
the Letter of Reconciliation  
of the Polish Bishops to  
the German Bishops



The 50th Anniversary of the Letter of Reconciliation of the Polish Bishops to the German Bishops

At the end of the Second Vatican Council,  
on 18 November 1965, Polish bishops addressed  
a letter of reconciliation to German bishops, 
with its essence summarized by the words: “We 
forgive and ask for forgiveness”. Even though 
written 20 years after the end of World War II 
and the shifting of the borders of numerous 
countries (including Poland and Germany), 
the letter was an act of courage and wisdom 
since not all the newly demarcated borders 
had been officially approved by the countries 
neighbouring on each other. 

The message of the Polish bishops’ letter, which 
was initiated by Cardinal Bolesław Kominek, 
Archbishop of Wrocław, laid the groundwork 
for the restoration of political relations between 
the countries that were the worst affected by 
the Second World War, and for dialogue to 
commence.  

The letter was most unfavourably received by 
the then Communist authorities of Poland. 
However, the normalization process began. 
Five years later, the government of the Federal 
Republic of Germany approved the western 
border of Poland. 

The reverse of the coin commemorating 
the pastoral letter of Polish bishops to their 
German counterparts features the images 
of three outstanding figures in the post-war 
history of the Church and Poland: Cardinal 
Bolesław Kominek – the originator of the letter, 

Cardinal Karol Wojtyła – subsequently the Pope, 
now canonised – who contributed to the fall of the 
Communist regime, and Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński, 
the head of the Church in Poland, the Primate 
of the Millennium. It also bears an inscription in 
remembrance of the event. 

The obversee features a fragment of the letter 
with the historic words – “we forgive and ask for 
forgiveness” – in bold type, along with the Polish 
national emblem and the issue date of the coin.  

Rev. Czesław Mazur

Face value 10 zł
Metal: Ag 925/1000 
Finish: proof, microprint  
Diameter: 32.00 mm 
Weight: 14.14 g
Edge: plain 
Mintage: up to 25,000 pcs

Coin designer: Robert Kotowicz 

Issuer: NBP
The coins, commissioned by NBP, were struck  
by Mennica Polska S.A. 

On 18 November 2015, Narodowy Bank Polski 
is putting into circulation a silver coin “The 50th 
Anniversary of the Letter of Reconciliation of the 
Polish Bishops to the German Bishops” with the 
face value of 10 zł.


