
Collector coins

Information on the schedule of issue  
can be found at the  
nbp.pl/schedule-of-issue website.

Should you have any questions,  
please contact our consultants  
at the following phone number:  
+48 22 185 17 05.

Collector coins issued by NBP  
are sold at NBP regional branches  
and in the NBP online shop.

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank  
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy  
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are 
described in the Constitution of the Republic  
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds  
the exclusive right to issue the currency  
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,  
it does not provide accounts for the general public, 
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals. 
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public 
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages  
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,  
it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions 
for the operation of the Polish banking system. 
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important 
research and analytical centres in the fields  
of economics and financial markets. 
For more information on NBP visit: nbp.pl

Narodowy Bank Polski

We protect the value of Polish money

Issuing collector items is an occasion  
to commemorate important historic figures 
and anniversaries, as well as to develop 
the interest of the public in Polish culture, 
science and tradition.

All Polish collector coins feature: 

 face value

  image of the Eagle established as the state 
emblem of the Republic of Poland

 inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

 year of issue 

In Memory of Warsaw 
Pawiak Prison Inmates

On 27 August 2024, Narodowy Bank Polski  
will be putting into circulation the coin  
“To the Victims of the Stutthof Concentration 
Camp”, with a face value of 10 złoty.



On 21 August 2024, Narodowy Bank Polski 
is putting into circulation a silver coin  
“In Memory of Warsaw Pawiak Prison Inmates”, 
with a face value of 10 złoty.

Pawiak Prison – a symbol of the struggle for 
independence of several generations of Poles – 
functioned from 1835 to 1944. Its walls isolated 
inmates, the vast majority of whom were political 
prisoners who first took up arms against the Russian 
invaders, and later – against the German occupiers.

The decision to build the institution was taken in 1829. 
Construction lasted from 1830 to 1836 and the first 
inmates were incarcerated there in 1835. The newly 
erected building was located between Dzielna Street, 
now defunct Więzienna Street, and Pawia Street, from 
whose name the customary term “Pawiak” came to 
apply to not only the building, but also to the entire 
prison complex. In the 1880s, a need arose for a female 
ward in Pawiak, for which the neighbouring two-storey 
court building was adapted. When the Russo-Turkish 
War, commonly referred to as the Serbian War, broke 
out, it housed a hospital for Russian soldiers brought 
in from the front, and so in the following years the 
female ward came to be known as Serbia.

Initially, criminal prisoners were sent to Pawiak, 
while political prisoners were put in the 10th Pavilion 
of the Warsaw Citadel. The situation changed after 
the outbreak of the January Uprising in 1863, when 
the citadel walls could not accommodate all the 
detainees. Then, a decision was made to send political 
prisoners to Pawiak. 

The most tragic time in the history of the prison was 
the period of World War II. It was then that captured 
members of the underground and random passersby 
arrested on the street during roundups were held 
within its walls. Not only individuals, men or women, 

the register of its inmates. Therefore, we will probably 
never know the names of all individuals held in 
Pawiak prison. What is important, however, is that 
despite the passage of time, the memory of the victims 
of this terrible place is still cultivated. 

Joanna Gierczyńska

The reverse of the coin depicts the Monument Tree 
of Pawiak against the background of prison bars. 
The obverse features a fragment of the entrance to 
the Pawiak Prison Museum.

were sent to Pawiak, but also entire families with small 
children and expectant mothers in advanced pregnancy. 
Between October 1939 and August 1944, around 100,000 
people were imprisoned in Pawiak, of whom 37,000 died 
in the so-called Warsaw death ring (Palmiry, Magdalenka, 
Las Kabacki, Wólka Węglowa, Wydmy Łuże, Rembertów, 
Wawer, Jabłonna area), and later in the ruins of the ghetto. 
Nearly 60,000 prisoners were sent to concentration camps: 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, Stutthof, Majdanek, and Ravensbrück. 

On 21 August 1944, as part of a planned escape from 
Warsaw from the approaching front, the Germans blew 
up the Pawiak prison complex. The compelling body of 
evidence of the crimes that was buried in the ruins included 

In Memory of Warsaw Pawiak Prison Inmates

Face value: 10 zł
Metal: Ag 999/1000
Finish:  proof, selective gilding
Diameter: 32.00 mm
Weight: 14.14 g
Edge (side): plain
Mintage: up to 10,000 pcs

Designer: Grzegorz Pfeifer 
Issuer: Narodowy Bank Polski 

The coins, commissioned  
by Narodowy Bank Polski,  
were struck by Mennica Polska S A


