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Summary 

6  

1. Work is the main source of income for immigrants from Ukraine. Wages from work 
the of income of a pre-war immigrant and 

of the income 

-war 
immigrants. 

2. The Polish labour market participation of immigrants from Ukraine in very high. The 
, which 

who arrived after 2022.  

3. Unemployment among refugees, much higher than in the Polish economy in general, 
remains a major problem. 

A -time work, which is 
a -   

4. The structure of labour demand results in higher paid migrant work at job positions 
where men are more likely to work. In the survey, the difference between the median of 

 

 With the passage of time the percentage of Ukrainian immigrants preferring to settle 
permanently in Poland does not increase. 

ed 
to remain 

differs depending on whether they are pre-war immigrants 

respondents); however,  

6. Polish language skills have improved among both pre-war immigrants and refugees, 
which reflects both social and economic integration. The percentage of immigrants 

has -war 
-war 

 -
 

7. The economic situation of people over 60 varies, but is more difficult than that of 
immigrants in general. 

immigrants from Ukraine. 
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in the income structure. 

8. The housing situation of pre-war migrants and refugees is gradually becoming similar, 
indicating the increasing integration of refugees. 
from both immigrant groups rent accommodation. The two groups of immigrants differ 

pre-
refugees.  

9. More than 90% of Ukrainian children residing in Poland have benefited from the 
Polish education system.  

 

10. Migrants continue to support their relatives in Ukraine. 
funds -kind aid

far as in-kind aid is concerned.  

11. More and more immigrants do not have plans for the future. As compared to previous 

among both pre-
 

12. The main factors contributing to Ukrainian migrants residing longer in Poland are 
related to their work. 

 

13. The social needs of immigrants are not reported among the most important forms of 
potential assistance. The majority of Ukrainian immigrants are in favour of easier 

need assistance ing ing  

14. Compared to the 2023 survey, the socio-demographic structure of Ukrainian migrants 
residing in Poland has not changed significantly. 
by women, -war migrants 

the respondents). - -
of refugees have a univers

the  
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Introduction 
 

This Report summarises the survey conducted among migrants from Ukraine between 
 voivodeships. Surveys of migrants from Ukraine began to be carried 

out by  -

’s 
ation of immigrants more than two 

of remittances  

,  

1, i.e. the difference 

’s attack on Ukraine in 2014 (the annexation of Crimea 

-19 pandemic and by Russia’s attack on Ukraine in 2022 
-  data from the -

UKR registers,  n 2022. 

were in this group of migrants (Figure 2). According 

Figure 1).  

According to  (GUS)

2  

 
1 ,  

– report from the survey conducted in , Warsaw, p. 12 
2 Source: performing  
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Figure 1. Number of valid residence 
permits issued to migrants from Ukraine 
in 2020-20243 

Figure 2. Number of immigrants from 
Ukraine in the PESEL-UKR Register4 

 
 

Surveys conducted by  provide an insight into Ukrainian migration in 
-demographic and economic conditions. The survey makes 

a distinction between pre-

Report makes references to the three previous NBP surveys. The first was conducte
-war migrants and 

  

 
3 – 

 
4 -UKR Register, 

and members  who have been granted the status of a migrant on the basis of the specific 
 –   

( -wnioski-o-nadanie-statusu- ); 
– 

 ( -wnioski-o-nadanie-statusu-ukr) 
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1. Socio-demographic characteristics of 
migrants from Ukraine  

 

1.1. Basic characteristics of respondents 

An analysis of the gender structure of the surveyed population of Ukrainian migrants in 
2024 showed a clear predominance of women (67%) -war 

(Figure 3). This trend has continued since 2022, when 
a the 

 

 

Figure 3. Gender structure Figure 4. Age of migrants from Ukraine  

  
 

The age profile of the group surveyed is characterised by a clear concentration of people in 
the age range between 27 and 44, i.e. people who are at their prime age, i.e. at the age of 
starting a family and of the highest labour market participation (Figure 4

and 2024 surveys is the higher proportion of peo
the survey.  
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The level of education among Ukrainian respondents varies. The 18-26 age bracket has 
a 

ority of respondents 
have a secondary or university education (Figure 5). In the context of the previous editions of 

 

The majority of pre-war migrants came to Poland from the western (31%) and central (25%) 
parts of Ukraine (Figure 6 boosts 

 the regions affected 
by the  
 

Figure 5. Education of immigrants Figure 6. Region of origin 

An analysis of the history of changes in respondents’ knowledge of the Polish language 
shows that it has improved in both groups of migrants, as compared to the earlier editions 
of the survey (Figure 7

ge 
integration.  

The family situation of Ukrainian immigrants in Poland is an important element in the 
analysis of their social and economic integration

Narodowy Bank Polski10
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the new country. Respondents from Ukraine 
 

Figure 7. Knowledge of the Polish language among migrants from Ukraine 

 

Similarly to last year’s survey, the majority of pre-war migrants were in relationships (57%). 

(Figure 8).  

Approximately 44% of refugees and 36% of pre-war migrants came to Poland with their 
children (Figure 9) -war migrants and 

-

the predominant response among pre- might have meant 

to Ukraine differs between the pre-war migrant group and the refugees. This provides a better 
 

Among immigrants who came to Poland before 2022, as many as 80% did not leave Poland 
at all in the past year, only 13% left Poland once and 6% left Poland several times, which 
may indicate that their lives in Poland have become more stable. 

, 
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Figure 8. Immediate family members*  Figure 9. Immediate family members 
residing in Poland  

 
 

*  

1.2. Ukrainian children 
More than 90% of Ukrainian children, as reported by their parents and guardians, benefited 
from the Polish education system. As indicated in Chapter 1.1, a significant proportion of 

 

 Figure 10).  

The lack of knowledge of the Polish language and the lack of friends (loneliness) are the 
greatest difficulties faced by Ukrainian children in Poland. According to parents and 

(Figure 11). However, it is worth noting that 
the responses of parents/guardians who are pre-
are refugees. According to pre-

 

 
5  
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Figure 10. Types of education systems 
(nurseries, pre-schools, schools) used by 
migrant children from Ukraine* 

Figure 11. Immigrants’ opinions on the 
greatest difficulties faced by their children 
in Poland*  

 

  

  

Figure 12. Immigrants’ views on their children’s future: Will your children reside in 
Poland for many years? 
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According to more than half of the surveyed immigrants with children in Poland, their 
children will continue living in Poland for many years. Pre-

(Figure 12). Parents and guardians of 

many years.  
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2. Immigrants from Ukraine on the Polish 
labour market

Immigrants from Ukraine take up work on average more often than Polish citizens.

- Figure 13). By 
comparison, according to the 

the 

The stagnation on the labour market has not prevented refugees residing in Poland from 
being employed with higher frequency Ukrainian 

Figure 14). However, it 
is worth noting that the trend among pre-

the rate 

Figure 13. Labour market participation of migrants 
from Ukraine in 2023

Figure 14. Changes in the labour 
market participation of war refugees 
from Ukraine

The employment stability among refugees and pre-war immigrants from Ukraine continues 
to differ -war immigrants and among refugees was 

15The living and economic situation of migrants from Ukraine in Poland in 2024
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-war immigrants were in 

y the type 
Figure 15). 

Figure 15. Structure of the refugees and 
pre-war immigrants employed, by type of 
employment

Figure 16. Structure of responses on the 
labour market status of persons not 
working in Poland

Wider use of employment on a part-time basis in Poland could help reduce the problem of 
high unemployment among female refugees who live in Poland with their children.

Figure 16
s -time job 

-war immigrants, 
-

Immigrants from Ukraine are increasingly less likely to be employed in simple jobs and 
more often in jobs requiring more skills. As compared to 2023, the percentage of immigrants 

in jobs where university education is required
Figure 17). 

Differences between the job positions in which refugees and pre-war immigrants are 
employed and the polarisation of the work done by refugees are still noticeable

- , but on the other 
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’s 
jobs, their university 

-
, on average, 

, but a better orientation to t
have sought-

education  of them are Figure 18).  

Figure 17. Skills used by immigrants in 
Poland in 2023 and 2024  

Figure 18. Skills used by refugees and pre-
war immigrants in 2024 

  

The wage gap between pre-war immigrants and refugees persists. -war 
immigrants earn a net income of no more than PLN 4,000 (Figure 19). 

Figure 20). In both cases, the proportion of respondents earning 

2023 to PLN 3,221  

Similarly to Poles, immigrants are not often employed on a part-time basis. Immigrants who 
Table 1) 

6 

 
6 According to the data derived from – quarter 1/2024 

( -market/working- - -inactive-by- -
force-survey-in- -quarter- ) 
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-time basis of 40 hours per week and the 
ntracts in terms 

-
-

among whom the majority were women. In addition, even among 
 

Figure 19. Pre-war immigrants and their 
net monthly salaries in Poland 

Figure 20. Refugees and their net monthly 
salaries in Poland 

  

The median of net salaries of immigrants was PLN 4,000. According to  

4,700

work performed (Figure 21).  

The medians of salaries of immigrants vary more by gender of migrants than by the date of 
arrival in Poland. 

Figure 21

 -refugees 
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Table 1. Hours worked and family situation of 
immigrants (average values) 

Figure 21. Medians of net salaries of 
immigrants, by gender and by the date of 
arrival in Poland  

 

  
 
 
  

Working part-
time or less 

Average 
number of 
hours 
worked 
per week 

Median of 
the 
number of 
hours per 
week 

Pre-war 
immigrants 
without children 

4% 43.8 40 

Pre-war 
immigrants with 
children 

4% 43.8 40 

Refugees 
without children 10% 40.9 40 

Refugees with 
children 12% 39.6 40 

 

 

Figure 22. Sectors in which immigrants are 
employed  

Figure 23. Medians of monthly net salaries 
of immigrants, by sector 

  

 

 

The employment sector of immigrants in Poland depends on the date of arrival. About one 
fou Figure 22

19The living and economic situation of migrants from Ukraine in Poland in 2024

Immigrants from Ukraine on the Polish labour market



 

20 
 

-war immigrants, these serv -
 

Migrant salaries are higher in “male” industries such as transport, construction and IT 
sectors

Figure 23

were PLN 3,400-3, 00
at that time.  
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3. Immigrant economic situation 
3.1. Income  

As in 2023, the main source of income for immigrants from Ukraine is work. -
7 

(Figure 24
Programme) 

 

Figure 24. Income structure of immigrants from Ukraine in 2024 

 

 

The number of refugees receiving Polish social benefits has been falling. 
the income of pre- the income of refugees. They 

disbursed 
of pre-

(Figure 25). 

(Figure 26). No such trend was observed for 
pre-

 

 
7 -  
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Funds deriving from Ukraine also supplement the income earned, in particular, by 
refugees. The percentage of migrants receiving funds  that 

(Figure 27). These funds 

Ukraine. The percentage of immigrants who recei
of more than PLN 1, (Figure 28). However, 
receive funds 

remittances are retirement and pensions from Ukraine.  

The use of funds from Ukraine is correlated with the labour market situation (Figure 29). 
When considering refugees in this context, it can be noted that those of them who are in 

funds from Ukraine. In 

 out business activities and 
who benefit from funds  

 

 

Figure 25. Percentage of Ukrainian 
immigrants with Polish social 
benefits in the years 2022-2024 

Figure 26. Types of social benefits granted to 
respondents in the years 2022-2024 (multiple 
choices allowed; responses do not add up to 
100%) 
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Figure 27. Percentage of Ukrainian 
immigrants receiving funds from Ukraine

Figure 28. Financial support received on 
average per month by immigrants from 
Ukraine

Figure 29. Percentage of refugees benefiting from funds from Ukraine, by labour market 
status

3.2. Economic situation of people aged 60 and over

A specific feature of Ukrainian migration in Poland is the relatively high proportion of 
people over 60 years of age. ’

NBP,

23The living and economic situation of migrants from Ukraine in Poland in 2024
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.8 However, their percentage 
-war immigrants). 

the years.

Figure 30. Labour market situation of 
people aged 60 and over

Figure 31. Structure of income of 
Ukrainian immigrants aged 60 and over 
(employed and not employed in total)

The average monthly income of an immigrant from Ukraine, aged 60 and over, is 
approximately 60% of the average monthly income per capita of an immigrant from Ukraine 
in general, but funds received from Ukraine and Polish social benefits form a significant 
part of this income. The primary source of average income for an immigrant over 60 years of 

Therefore, a significant proportion of immigrants who are over 60 years of age have an average 

of remittances from 

PLN

8 -UKR r
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The housing situation of those aged 60 and over is more difficult than that of Ukrainian 
immigrants in general. 

immigrant  

Immigrants aged 60 and over are predominantly women (75%), noticeably less fluent in 
Polish than other immigrants

southern and e

 

Age is an important factor in the context of future plans that immigrants may have. Persons 

-

 

Age is a factor that influences immigrants’ expectations with regard to Poland. The persons 

 

 

 

3.3.  Expenditure 
A change in the nature of residence of pre-war immigrants to a more settled one has 
triggered an increase in expenditure on so-called day-to-day living. In 2024, the percentage 
of pre- -

in the nature of their residence to a more Figure 32). 

25The living and economic situation of migrants from Ukraine in Poland in 2024
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-

Figure 32. Living expenses as a proportion of the average monthly net salary of migrant 
workers from Ukraine (employed persons) 

Figure 33. Housing situation of pre-war 
immigrants in the years 2022-2024 

Figure 34. Housing situation of refugees 
from Ukraine in the years 2022-2024

Narodowy Bank Polski26
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The housing situation of immigrants, especially refugees, has been improving. An increase 
-war 

process (Figure 33 and Figure 34). The two groups of immigrants differ in terms of the 
-war 

a -war immigrants).  
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4. Cash and in-kind aid transferred to Ukraine 
 

Immigrants continue to financially support their relatives in Ukraine, although the 
proportion of pre-war immigrants sending money to Ukraine has been declining. 

send sending 
(Figure 35). The proportion 

of pre-war immigrants making remittances 
 

Figure 35. Percentage of Ukrainian migrants making remittances to Ukraine in the years 
2022-2024  

 

The propensity to make remittances to Ukraine is correlated with the labour market status. 

- remittances, both groups of immigrants saw an 
o

-
refugees (Figure 36). 
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Figure 36. Amount of the last remittance made to Ukraine 

 

The frequency of remittances to Ukraine in both groups of immigrants has been decreasing. 
- remittances 

(Figure 37). the decrease was even greater, from 
 

Figure 37. Frequency of remittances to Ukraine  

 

Refugees and pre-war migrants make remittances to Ukraine in different ways. Refugees 
-

-war migrants) (Figure 38). Pre-war immigrants, on the other hand, 

29The living and economic situation of migrants from Ukraine in Poland in 2024
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make remittances 
 

Figure 38. Most frequently used methods for making remittances to Ukraine 

 

The percentage of immigrants that give in-kind aid to Ukraine has been increasing. 
-war immigrants, give in-kind 

aid. (Figure 39)
in-kind aid 

-war immigrants, give in-kind aid. 

Figure 39. Percentage of Ukrainian immigrants who give in-kind aid to Ukraine 

 

Narodowy Bank Polski30



 

31 
 

As far as the beneficiaries of in-kind aid 
(Figure 40). -kind aid in both immigrant groups give it to 

-kind aid to charities has 
-  

Figure 40. Beneficiaries of in-kind aid in Ukraine 

 

Figure 41. Percentage of Ukrainian immigrants who give in-kind aid to Ukraine, by region 
of origin of immigrant 

 

-kind aid 
-kind aid is given in both groups of immigrants by Ukrainians from the 

Figure 41). Immigrants 
-kind aid. 
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5. Opinions and plans of immigrants from 
Ukraine 

 
5.1. Immigrants and their future place of residence 

For more than two years, immigrants have not significantly changed their views on residing 
permanently in Poland. -

for mo Figure 42).  

Among all immigrants, the already relatively high number of the “difficult to say” 
responses has been increasing

decrease in uncertainty in 2023 (Figure 42). In previous 
U

 

Figure 42. Plans to reside in Poland in the 
future 
 

Figure 43. Responses to the question on 
friends wishing to come to Poland 
depending on their intended further 
residence 
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A small percentage of immigrants in Poland plan to leave within the next year. This is true 
-war immigrants and both to returns to Ukraine and to 

s to other countries, Figure 42). The percentage of 
 

Around 25% of immigrants have friends who want to come to Poland in the near future. 
Responses depended on the permanence 

those who want to move to a country other than Ukraine in the near future (Figure 43). In each 

 

A quick return to Ukraine, provided the war ends, is mentioned by 60% of refugees. The 

of pre-war immigrants (Figure 44). -

those wh -war 
missing their 

 

Figure 44. Factors influencing the decision 
to return to Ukraine in the current year 
(for those who reported a longer 
residence) 
 

Figure 45. Factors influencing the decision 
to extend residence in Poland beyond one 
year (for those who reported a shorter 
residence) 
 

  

33The living and economic situation of migrants from Ukraine in Poland in 2024

Opinions and plans of immigrants from Ukraine



 

34 
 

Factors influencing the possibility of residing longer than a year in Poland are the same for 
all immigrants and include the following: the ability to support oneself and one’s family 
and a rewarding job. 

 (Figure 45). 

indicated  

 

5.2. Opinions on potential support to immigrants in Poland 

The most important from the point of view of Ukrainian immigrants in general is the 
potential for easier legalisation of their residence in Poland. The question concerning the 

 needs reported by immigrants 
(Figure 46 -

nterested in 

  

Figure 46. Opinions on the most important forms of support that would facilitate 
residence in Poland of immigrants from Ukraine 
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Different rates of economic integration of refugees and pre-war immigrants translate into 
diversity of their needs. 

; ; 
; 

recognition  -war 
’ desire 

).  

The social needs of immigrants in Poland are not declared as the most important ones. 
 

-

the 

). 
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6. Specific elements of regional differentiation 
among immigrants from Ukraine in Poland  

 

The majority of immigrants in all voivodeships are female

voivodeships (Figure 47). The highest ratio of women to 
-Pomorskie and in the 

.  

Figure 47. Gender structure of immigrants 
in voivodeships 

Figure 48. Educational structure of immigrants 
in voivodeships 

  
 

Immigrants from Ukraine living in Poland are distributed unevenly in terms of education. 
 can be found in the Kujawsko-

Pomorskie    
(Figure 48
be found in the Pomorskie   

The highest percentage of immigrants with a very good knowledge of Polish was in the 
Voivodeship and in the Lubuskie Voivodeship. Despite having a high 

the Kujawsko-

Figure 49). In turn, the regions 
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 .  

Figure 49. Polish language fluency, by voivodeship 

 

 
 

Figure 50. Type of work performed in Poland, by voivodeship 

 

Voivodeship (25%) and in the Mazowieckie Voivodeship 
(24%) were most often employed in jobs requiring a university degree (Figure 50). In these 
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voivodeships
 ). In and near 

quite often in the IT sector 

, on the other hand, the highest percentage of 
 

referred to this sector. In this edition of the survey, however, the highest percentage of 
respo

  

voivodeship, 
(Figure 51). 

Respondents in the Lubuskie  
 had -

It is comforting to point out that in the majority of voivodeships 
-term stay 

   

Figure 51. Planned residence in Poland, by voivodeship 
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7. Annex. Description of the survey method  
 

2024 by the NBP voivodeships. The survey was carried out using 
the  
a   

-

Branch. It was assumed that 
-UKR register or unregistered but who arrived in 

were regarded pre-war immigrants.  

represented
in 16 voivodeship voivodeship 

 In addition, it was assumed that in each of the voivodeships 

-  

-
UKR proportions for each voivodeship.  

Branches. The survey was 
conducted thanks  the 
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